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This book would not have been finished
if it were not for the encouragement of
two writers, who also happen to be

parents: Judith Chance and Rick Gibbs. Their
direct feedback and enthusiasm prompted me to
write and work until we all felt it was a signifi-
cant manuscript.

This book would not be in your hands if it
were not for the foresight of Marlene Lacey and
Blue Grama Publications. Like all good profes-
sional arrangements, we worked as a team to
bring these ideas into print.

There are many who have had important
influences and given great encouragement to my
writing since 1966: John Howse, Paul Upton,
Marty Oordt, Robert Runte, Brian Titley, Dr.
Pamela Hinds, Dr. Martin Egeler, Joan Macleod,
Eugene Stickland, Terry and Mary Shillington,
Bob Wilson, Steve Wilson, Peter Hankoff, Reid
Seibert, Barb Layton, Carol Steen, Tim
Rollingson, Clayton Roe, Gilbert Gluck, Ethel
Parley, Janet Christiansen, Clarence and Rita
Lamorie, Lois Habel, Compassionate Friends,
Alex Whitfield, Terry Wickstrom, the Walton
family, and teachers and friends who asked about
the story, read the articles, and came to the read-
ings of my play, Walking Upright Through Fire:
they kept saying this is important, go further.

A special thank you to Judy Coppage, my
agent. Her patience and encouragement will be
rewarded some day.

Nothing could happen without the interest
and encouragement of my wife Sandy. And ulti-
mately, thank you to Josh, a true example of
excellence in life.
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